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Understanding Homelessness
Activity 2-c

Background:
This lesson is another way for students to personalize A Chair for My Mother. If 
Rosa were to do this activity at the end of the story, she would 
undoubtedly draw a picture of the big red chair. The activity also ends Unit 2 in a 
way that has children think of their own homes and their own living
situations. Finally, this lesson requires that children consider cause and effect. 
That is, students must think about which item in their home causes the most joy 
and would cause the most sorrow if they had to leave it behind

The following activities all relate to teaching children of all ages about what having a home means. In order for
them to begin to understand what it means to be without a home, they must first define what a home is.
If you are doing this activity as a group, you will need to take the following into consideration:
-It is important to be sensitive to the varying definitions of home within the group.
-It is important to know the home situations of each of the participating children prior to beginning of this activity. 
-Do you have a child who is or has been homeless? Do you have a child in the group who has lost a home to a fire? 
-Don’t assume that having a child with this reality is a reason not to teach this activity. Instead, a child who has been 
through the experience of not having a home can be a wonderful asset to teaching other children about what this 
experience is like. 

Desired Outcomes:
•Children will understand the idea of prioritizing and will
develop the skills to do so. 
•Children will develop greater empathy for the character
of Rosa.

Discussion:
1. Make a list of everybody’s favorite piece of furniture or simply their 
favorite thing about their homes. 
2.Have each child paint a picture of the thing that would be missed the most 
if he or she had to leave their home or if something happened to the things as 
in A Chair for My Mother. 
3. .Have the children think about how they might replace their items if they 
had to. Consider items such as stuffed animals and pictures or special things 
that may not be expensive but that are not easily replaced. Discuss what
it would be like for a child their age to not have such favorite and special 
things and relate this reality to being homeless.

Preparation Time: 
None
Class Time: 
one hour
Materials needed:
•paper for each student to paint or draw on
•paint, brushes, markers, crayons, oil pastels, etc.

Basic Objective: 
Students will choose the item in their
home that is their favorite and then draw a picture of it.

Source: http://www.unitedwayla.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Facing-Homelessness-Curriculum.pdf


