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Understanding Homelessness
Activity 3-C

Background:
This activity provides children with a creative way to demonstrate their 
knowledge of homes and homelessness. 

The following activities all relate to teaching children of all ages about what having a home means. In order for
them to begin to understand what it means to be without a home, they must first define what a home is.
If you are doing this activity as a group, you will need to take the following into consideration:
-It is important to be sensitive to the varying definitions of home within the group.
-It is important to know the home situations of each of the participating children prior to beginning of this activity. 
-Do you have a child who is or has been homeless? Do you have a child in the group who has lost a home to a fire? 
-Don’t assume that having a child with this reality is a reason not to teach this activity. Instead, a child who has been 
through the experience of not having a home can be a wonderful asset to teaching other children about what this 
experience is like. 

Desired Outcomes:
•Children will recognize that people can take certain
actions to help people without homes

Processing:
 1. Ask children  to describe an alphabet book. It is a good idea to have some 
specific examples on hand, particularly an alphabet book with an obvious 
theme 
2. Ask the children what each letter has in common.
2. Introduce the idea of creating an alphabet book on homes and homelessness. 
3.Divide the group into pairs or small groups and assign letters to each. Pairs 
should probably be responsible for only one letter. Small groups can take on 
more than one letter. 
4. Children can also come up with an object or picture to reflect the word.

Preparation Time:
30 minutes
Time: 
one hour
Materials needed:
•at least 26 sheets of blank paper/small poster board
•markers or crayons
•three-hole puncher
•three-ring notebook
Activity Sheet:
“Simple as ABC” (optional)

Basic Objective:
The children will create an ABC book and craft sentences on the 
subjects of homes and homelessness — e.g., “A is for Ask. Ask a 
homeless shelter if there is anything that you and your family 
can give.”

Source: http://www.unitedwayla.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Facing-Homelessness-Curriculum.pdf
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Source: http://www.unitedwayla.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Facing-Homelessness-Curriculum.pdf

A is for Attend. Homeless children attend school less often than children with homes.
A is for Afford. Many people work but still cannot afford to pay for a home.
B is for Breakfast. Many people without a home are unable to have a nutritious breakfast.
B is for Baby. Sometimes a mother and her baby have no home.
C is for Cooking. Sometimes people without a home rely on shelters for cooking meals.
C is for Child. One out of every four people without a home is a child.
D is for Donate. Donate coats and clothes to a charity organization.
D is for Depend. Many homeless shelters depend on volunteers.
E is for Eat. People without a home need a nice place to eat a meal.
E is for Employed. Many people without a home are employed.
F is for Food. Food can be hard to find when you live on the street.
F is for Family. Family can provide a place to live, but not everyone has family to go to.
G is for Grateful. Many people without a home are grateful for the food and clothes that 
people give them.
G is for Give. Encourage people you know to give their old clothes to charity organizations.
H is for Hotel. In some places old hotels serve as homes for people in danger of being homeless.
H is for Home. Everyone needs a home.
I is for Invite. Invite a person from a homeless organization to teach your class about homelessness.
I is for Icy. Icy nights endanger people who don’t have the protection of a home. 
J is for Job. Many people lose their homes when they lose their jobs.
J is for Juice. The juice you drink has vitamins that many homeless people need.
K is for Kin. People who lose their home often turn to kin to take them in.
K is for Kind. Helping people in need is a kind thing to do.
L is for Look. Look for opportunities to help others.
L is for Long. A cold night without a place to sleep is a long night.

ABCs
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Source: http://www.unitedwayla.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Facing-Homelessness-Curriculum.pdf

M is for Many. Many people without a home have a job.
M is for Money. People need money to pay rent for a place to live.
N is for Nine. The average age of a homeless person in Washington, D.C., is nine-years-old.
N is for Night. People without a home have to find a place to sleep every night.
O is for Open. Homeless shelters can be full, so they are not always open to everyone who needs them.
O is for Organize. Anyone can organize a drive to collect supplies for a homeless shelter.
P is for Poor. People living on the street often have poor health.
P is for Park. Some people without a home sleep in a public park.
Q is for Quest. Helping the homeless is a quest for some people who really care about it.
Q is for Quickly. People can quickly be without a home after they lose a job.
R is for Rent. Many people with homes pay rent in order to live in their home.
R is for Ran. Many young people without homes ran away from home.
S is for Safe. Living on the street is not very safe.
S is for Sick. Homeless children get sick more often than children who live in homes.
T is for Terrible. It can be terrible not having a place to call home.
T is for Try. Try to think of ways to help people without a home.
U is for Unhealthy. Many people without a home are unhealthy.
U is for Under. Many people without a home sleep under a tree. 
V is for Veteran. Veterans served in the military, and many of them are homeless.
V is for Victory. One day we hope to declare victory over homelessness.
W is for Watch. Watch out for ways to help homeless people.
W is for Weather. Having a home protects us from bad weather.
X is for X-ray. People without a home don’t get medical care, like checkups and X-rays.
Y is for Young. One out of four people without a home is a young person.
Y is for Yes. Yes, you can make a difference.
Z is for Zero. Is it possible that one day the number of people without a home will be zero?
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